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extend the income and property qualifications up to twice the normal
limits, such limits are undeniably stringent and exclude from the
benefit of the courts persons who are not in fact able to meet the
cost of litigation in order to maintain their rights. There is clearly
a case for raising the income level Unfortunately, in some areas, of
which Oxfordshire would appear to be one, the number of solicitors
willing to take cases seems to be inadequate for any substantial
increase of cases.
It appears that the greater number of applications is for assistance
to prosecute proceedings for divorce, as will be seen from the follow-
ing table (63), which summarizes the work of the committees during
1935 and 1936:
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The remaining applications arose out of claims for damages due
to personal injury. The smaller number of applications made to the
Oxfordshire committee appears to be partly due to the fact that
the secretary of the committee endeavours to dissuade persons who
have obviously no case from pressing their applications. In this he
acts to some extent as a Toor Man's Lawyer'1 and is by many so
regarded.
Both the Oxfordshire and the north Berkshire committees report
that they are well supported by the solicitors in their areas who are
willing to undertake such cases, but the Oxfordshire committee
suggests that it would be an advantage if more solicitors in that area
were willing to serve. It seems likely that the Marriage (Matrimonial
Causes) Act, 1937, which came into operation on January ist,
1938, may cause a temporary break-down in the Poor Persons Pro-
cedure owing to the increased pressure upon solicitors and counsel
1 See p. 267 below.

